
Dear HBC Family, 

We hope you’re looking forward to Big Sunday on the 4th 

of November. We’re going to gather as one big HBC 

family and I’d love you to join us. 

Our big prayer has always been to be people who bring 

God glory in Newcastle and Lake Macquarie. I’m so 

thankful to God for how he’s worked in our church so 

far and I can’t wait to see what he’ll do through us in the 

future. 

An important aspect of our prayers for 2019 comes 

down to what we can wisely spend. The elders and 

finance team have divided our financial plans into two 

categories; a) what is necessary to continue our current 

programs as a church, and b) what we would love to do 

if we had the finances. 

A) WHAT’S NECESSARY TO CONTINUE OUR 

CURRENT PROGRAMS IN 2019? 

Our basic budget will need to increase by 7.5% ($88k) in 

2019 for several reasons. We are expecting a significant 

increase in lease costs for the Hub and Lambton High 

School. We also need to keep our commitment to ensure 

our staff wages are set relative to the average income 

derived from the Newcastle 2016 Census Data. The 

Census Data revealed that we’ve underestimated where 

this would be and we intend to start correcting this 

across our 13 staff members.  

B) WHAT WOULD WE LOVE TO DO IN 2019? 

There’s a whole bunch of things we’d love to do to help 

grow Jesus’ kingdom. If we knew we were able to do 

them, these are some things we’d like to do... 

1. Get our Building Deposit to $2m ($100k) 

Just like buying your own home, the bigger the deposit 

you have, the better chance you’ve got to secure a loan. 

We’d love to increase this deposit to over $2m by the end 

of 2019. 

2. Free up our staff with an Admin Ace ($20k) 

We want to help our Pastoral staff focus on what they’re 

best at, so we’d like to put someone on who will help 

coordinate the complexity of our big church family. 

3. Band Rehearsal and Recording Space ($15k) 

We’ve got some amazing musos in our church and we 

want to provide a space where they can rehearse for 

church, write and record songs. We’re thinking a small 

shipping container that we can relocate easily when we 

get a building. 

4. Staff Kids, Membership, or AllNations ($20k-$60k) 

As our church family grows, there’s always some gaps 

that are worth staffing. We’d love to put someone 2-days 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


 



per week into either Kids, Membership, or our 

AllNations Ministry... or maybe all three! 

5. Better Sound, Signs & Supplies ($15k) 

This includes a whole range of things, from the signs we 

use on Sundays, to the equipment and supplies for kids 

and youth! We’d love to keep making our programs as 

good as they can be while proclaiming Jesus to 

Newcastle and Lake Mac. 

 

If we included all of these ‘love-to-do’ things it would be 

an extra $210k on top of the necessary $88k. So while we 

don’t think we can stretch to increasing the budget by 

that much in 2019, we’d love to know what - by God’s 

gracious provision - we can do. 

Therefore, we’re asking all HBC Growth Group Members 

to take the opportunity of Big Sunday to prayerfully and 

intentionally plan their 2019 general giving to God’s 

work at Hunter Bible Church. We hope this facilitates 

great conversations and purposeful generosity in our 

church, leading to greater joy and praise for God. 

Added to this, we’re asking people to anonymously tell 

us their ‘best guess’ at their 2019 general giving, as this 

will help us plan for what we can and can’t do for Jesus 

kingdom in 2019. 

Telling us your pledge (i.e. your ‘best guess’) is voluntary. 

If it causes a conscience issue for you, just keep it to 

yourself. Otherwise, please assist our finance team by 

submitting your form before the end of October, so we 

can announce our plans at Big Sunday. 

We’re aware that for some people talking about money 

and giving can be confronting and sensitive. We want to 

be understanding about this while also making sure to 

be wise stewards of our church finances. Added to this, 

we want to see our church grow in maturity, listening to 

Jesus’ warnings about the deceitfulness of wealth and 

growing in cheerful generosity for the sake of the 

kingdom. 

If you do have any concerns please come and talk to one 

of the pastors. 

You will have received an email with a few Frequently 

Asked Questions and Answers. If you didn’t get that, 

please email info@hunterbiblechurch.org and let us 

know. 

Please join me in thanking God for his generosity in 

Christ and through HBC over the past 29 years. He has 

been so kind to us, and I trust he will continue be so into 

the future. 

In Christ, 

- Greg 

 

p.s. Remember Big Sunday will be the only church 

service on the 4th of November, and it will be from 9am 

– 1pm (lunch provided). Please let us know that you’re 

coming so we can make sure we have enough food for 

everyone. 

 

  


