
 

Greg Lee (Chairman) has asked Dave Moore to Chair the AGM this year) 

 

Andrew and Jenny Hearn, Marcus Robertson, Donna Allen, Neil Foster

  
Motion to confirm the 2016 AGM Minutes:  
Moved by Josh Newans, seconded by Emma-Lee Scott. 
The motion was carried on a show of hands. 

 

In 2016, the Committee was active in their role of ensuring that Hunter Bible 
Church remained consistent with its biblical values. We discussed matters 
such as the role of prayer in church life; how to appropriately encourage a 
deeper sense of fellowship and belonging at church; and the role of church in 
supporting and strengthening marriages at HBC. Under Greg, we considered 
the direction in which we believe God is leading HBC, including the overall 
church vision, short and long term goals, and areas for growth. 

2016 marked the planting of our Lake Mac congregation. In the lead-up to 
its launch in August, the Committee spent time considering issues related to 
the new congregation, for example, the principles guiding our choice of 
location, and how an additional congregation might impact our staff and 
existing congregations. We have been encouraged by God’s work at Lake  
Macquarie in and through HBC. 

Another milestone was the definite move toward obtaining a building, with 
the reconvening of the Building Acquisition Committee. We discussed the 
principles and values underpinning our building project, with a focus on 
ensuring that, as a church, we maximise our capacity to reach Newcastle 
with the gospel. We considered practical issues including the declining 



security of churches in public schools; criteria for selecting a suitable 
building; financial considerations and constraints; and approaches to 
funding and fundraising. 

Lastly, during the year the Committee farewelled Sam Hilton after 10 years 
of service, and in January 2017 Bronwyn Thomas stepped down, having 
served four years. The Committee would like to thank both Sam and 
Bronwyn for their faithful contributions to the church. We welcomed Pete 
Witt to the Committee, and look forward to the appointment of an additional 
adviser later in 2017.  

Questions 

No questions 

Motion to confirm the Committee’s Report:  
Moved by Mathew Gillespie, seconded by Sam Hilton.  
The motion was carried on a show of hands.  

 

A statement from the Committee giving a true and fair view of the last 
financial year, of the Association's income and expenditure, assets and 
liabilities, mortgages, charges and other securities, trusts & properties. 
This is supported by a full audited report made available for members to 
review.

Rhys provided an overview of the Profit and Loss Statement and Balance 
Sheet as at 31 December 2016. Rhys also mentioned the following: 

 We ended our contract with the bookkeepers as we’ve moved over to 
Xero with Asher and Jeff generating useful reports. 

 We implemented a self-imposed internal audit, to see if the church is 
managing money well and beyond reproach. Shaun highlighted areas 
that could be improved and the Committee has begun the process of 
implementing these steps. 

 Month-to-month money is coming in and month-to-month money is 
coming out as needed. 

Questions 

Sam Hilton: Last year, we were tracking poorly for a little while with 
month-to-month expenditure, how are we going now? 
Rhys: There were a couple of tight months, but we are going alright.  



Steve Elliott: What contributed to the variations in expenses? 
Matt Wade: Additional costs due to long-service leave, maintenance 
around the Hub and a few other things. 

Shaun Hassall: How is general giving going and has the new congregation 
impacted giving?  
Rhys: It’s really hard to track numbers, but we can see the same entities 
showing up on a regular basis and holding steady. Over Christmas, uni 
students seem to go away and giving swings back up when they return. 
Lake Mac is increasing its giving and there seems to be similar seat 
numbers in the other congregations. 
Greg: AM and PM have recovered from Lake Mac. In the last 2-3 years, 
there has been a large turnover of church population. When people join 
church, it takes a long time to start giving and a short time to end it. The 
membership team tries to interview people as they are leaving and people 
seem pretty happy. In terms of people leaving this has caused the 
differences in general giving. 

Jo Clark: How has direct debit impacted giving, has there been a take up? 
Rhys: We haven’t seen a large take up of direct debit. The Finance 
Committee is going to review it and compare it with a few other options.  

Chris Rowe: Is the money for the building going to sit in a bank account 
somewhere, how will it be managed and with what legal entities? 
Dave Moore: HBC is an entity that has set up a trust, the Building Fund, 
and the trust holds the money for the building, but when purchased, 
Hunter Bible Church will own the building. 

Jo Clark: There is a significant reduction in expenses for MTSers, how did 
you achieve this? 
Rhys: The auditor said that it needed to be recorded elsewhere as it wasn’t 
really a loss. 

Other Notes 

Rhys took this opportunity to step down as Treasurer after 3 years in order 
to move into other serving roles at HBC. Greg introduced Matt Wade as the 
new Finance Committee treasurer. 

Motion to confirm the 2016 Association Financial Statement: 
Moved by Miriam Foster. Seconded by Joshua Newans. 

The motion was carried on a show of hands. 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


