
HEBREWS SERIES 1 LEADERS NOTES

Thank you for preparing to teach Hebrews to your group this term!

These leaders notes are designed to help you with your preparation. I'd 
suggest you allow 2 hours prep time per study (if you're the main leader) 
or a bit less if you're co-leading. Use this technique:

1. Read the passage

2. Try to understand the passage

3. Look at the study (without leaders notes)

4. Look at the study (with leaders notes)

5. Make any minor changes / make a plan / be ready to go.

This year the notes, like the studies, are in booklet form. Leaders notes 
will be in italics and indented.

You can still print in A4 but you'll need to go into 'properties' while 
printing and change to 'full size' or something.

I'll send you a NIV text of the 1:1-3:6 which your group could use over the 
term to make notes, underline etc. You'd have to print this yourself, or 
come to the hub to print. This could be good especially if:

• your group meets around a table

• your group needs a lot of encouragement to get their answers 
from the Bible.

• your group members like drawing, doodling etc

Main idea of the study series:



The main idea of the series is that God has spoken to us by Jesus, who is 
superior in every way to angels, prophets and Moses. He is fully God, fully 
man, and a perfect saviour / high priest. His death purified us from sin, 
freed us from death and the fear of death, and made atonement for us. We
need to listen closely to Jesus' gospel message and hold firmly to it.

Main applications:

The main applications are all knowledge and heart applications – think 
about Jesus, know him better, more deeply and love him more. At first this
might be hard for people who prefer 'practical life application', but we can
trust that focussing on Jesus (rather than ourselves) will translate into a 
changed life anyway.

Other applications are:

• listening to Jesus – connected with Bible reading, church, GG

• not drifting away but staying close to Jesus

• death / fear of death

• making use of Jesus help, as our great high priest

• How to connect the Old and New Testaments (biblical theology)

Good   resources   will be:

Maturity Team Training Night (April 13 – unichurch and April 27 – 
AM/PM)

Peter O'Brien's commentary on Hebrews ( Pillar series) – Greg said the 
introduction to this is free online.

Donald Guthrie's commentary (Tyndale Series)

Greg's talks



If you're looking for more application, you could try the NIV Application 
commentary by George Guthrie (not Donald). This is generally a good 
series but I haven't looked at this commentary.

Making a plan:

There are 8 studies. You should check what's coming up in the term since 
you might have some interruptions e.g. Big Ideas Night for AM/PM, or a 
visiting missionary (AM I think). It would be good to split into guys / girls 
at least onece if you have a mixed group. Possibly study 4 would be good 
for this, but any would be fine.

In preparation for study 3 I would suggest you read the article on 'texts 
and versions' in the New Bible Dictionary. This is heavy going and will 
take at least an hour, so would be worth starting as soon as you can.

We should mostly be just ahead of Greg in his preaching which I think will
help people get the most out of study and Sundays.
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A 'WORD OF EXHORTATION'

This section provides a brief
introduction to Hebrews, summarising
the sort of info you'd find at the start
of a commentary.

You can just read it with your group.

Why should we persevere as Christians? In
the face of fatigue, persecution and the
temptations of sin why should we keep
faithfully following Jesus? And how can we do
this, given our weakness and frailties?

The book of Hebrews answers these questions
and more. It's a 'brief(!) word of exhortation'
according to 13:22 but is packed full of doctrine, biblical theology and 
practical commands. In fact, doctrines like the incarnation and 
priesthood of Jesus are covered in a depth unlike any other part of the 
NT. Yet all of this drives us towards greater love and commitment 
towards Jesus, the divine Son of God.

Over the next few years (God-willing) we will study Hebrews both at 
Growth Groups and Sunday church as Greg preaches. By God's Spirit we 
trust it will lead to great steps in our Christian growth together.  

AUTHOR
Who wrote Hebrews has been one of the big mysteries of Christian 
history.   The letter reveals that the author knows Timothy and is with 
people from Italy (13:23-24). He is also clearly familiar with the OT and 
has a deeply pastoral heart. Paul has been proposed as the author but 
2:3 suggests he received the gospel message via other witnesses 

A fragment of Hebrews 1:1-7
from papyrus P46 dated 
approx 200AD



(compare Paul's claim to direct revelation in Gal 1:12). Other 
alternatives are Barnabas, Apollos or an unnamed associate of Paul. 
Apollos stands out as a contender since according to Acts 18:24-28 he 
knew the Scriptures well and knew people from Italy (Priscilla and 
Aquila). But it's likely we'll have to wait until heaven to find out for sure!

RECIPIENTS
The details of who received the letter are also uncertain. They could be 
in Rome since people from Italy send greetings (13:24) and an early 
Christian document, 1 Clement, written from Rome, quotes it. They 
certainly are familiar with the Old Testament and some may have been 
tempted to revert to Judaism, based on the frequent comparisons 
between Jesus and Moses or priests. For this reason many people think a
mostly Jewish audience is likely.

The letter was received sometime between 60-90 AD. If the readers are 
in Rome it could have been received before the persecution of Nero in 64
AD since at the time of writing, according to 12:4, the Christian 
community had not yet had people put to death.

For more on these introductory questions check out:

The Letter to the Hebrews by Peter O'Brien (Pillar series)

Hebrews by Donald Guthrie (Tyndale series)

'Hebrews, Epistle to the' in The New Bible Dictionary (IVP)
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1. GOD SPEAKS THROUGH HIS SON
Hebrews 1:1-2

Main idea of the study

• God speaks to us now by his
son. This is big news, and a
totally different level to
prophets.

Main applications

Love the fact that God has spoken to us by Jesus. Be stoked by 
what we have in the Bible and content not to require extra 
prophets / messages today.

On June 22 2015 podcaster Marc Maron had President Barack Obama 
personally visit his garage to record an interview.

“This is big day for our country, for me and my cats.”

Speaking about the interview Maron said, “I have a lot of clutter on the 
desk and the Secret Service certainly helped me with that. I have like a 
pocketknife on my desk; I have half a hammer, like this weird hammer 
that's broken...they were like, 'Yeah, the knife and the hammer gotta 
go.'”

What do you think is the difference between reading a press release 
from the President and having him visit personally?

This is a low key friendly launching question. Answers should be 
fairly obvious.

THE SPEAKING GOD 
Something similar (but way bigger) happens in Hebrews. Read Hebrews 
1:1-2 and complete the table:



Verse Time Speaker Hearers Way of speaking

1 In the 
past

God ancestors 
(fathers)

throught the 
prophets etc

2 last days God us through his Son

What are some of the ways God spoke through the prophets? What do 
you notice?

• Amos 7:10-17 Amos wasn't in it for the money (a 'professional 
prophet') he was pulled from normal life and had no choice but to
preach

• Jeremiah 1:4-10 God chose and appointed Jeremiah – he would 
speak God's word even if he didn't feel qualified

• Ezekiel 2:1-3:10 Ezekiel was given God's words and must speak 
regardless of how people respond. God would protect him.

The 'last days' are the time we're in now between Jesus' first and second 
comings (see also Acts 2:17, James 5:3, 2 Peter 3:3).

Look up Psalm 89:19-29 esp v 27 and Psalm 2:4-9. What does it mean 
that the Son has been appointed heir (or firstborn) over all things?

Jesus owns all things, and will own all things

Look up John 1:1-4.  How is it that God created the universe through the 
Son (see also Col 1:15-17)? 

Through speaking (Jesus is the Word). Fits with Genesis where 
God creates by speaking e.g. 'Let there be light)
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SPEAKING THROUGH THE SON
The Son is truly awesome! How is it that God has now spoken to us by 
the Son? See if some of these verses help:

Mat 7:28-29 He speaks with authority, not a secondary teacher. 
We know he speaks with God's authority

John 6:66-69 Jesus has the words of eternal life, he is the holy one 
of God. 

John 14:10,23-27 The Father speaks through the Son. It is the Father's 
words he speaks

The Spirit will come and remind us of Jesus' words

John 16:12-15 The spirit will guide us to the truth of Jesus/from 
Jesus

1 Cor 4:1  The apostles have been entrusted with Jesus' words 
and message

2 Cor 5:20 The apostles are God and Jesus' ambassadors. They 
deliver a message and have no freedom to change it.

1 John 1:1-4 The apostles saw and knew Jesus and proclaim what
they saw and heard.

How would you sum up the message of verses 1 and 2?

God has spoken to us by his Son.



We receive his word by the Son through the Holy Spirit and the 
apostolic message recorded in the Bible

LISTENING TO GOD
What does it mean for us to have God speak to us through his Son?

This is huge – he has given us a personal and complete message. 
The messenger and the message are one in Jesus.

There's not greater way he could have spoken to us.

Our God cares about us enough to speak to us!

Why do we sometimes want more from God? How does Hebrews correct
our thinking and feelings about this?

We sometimes want special messages from God – dreams, 
visions, particular guidance etc

Hebrews calls us back to Jesus word to us. We can trust that God 
has given us what we need. 2 Tim 3:15-17 might be helpful 
because it tells us that God's word equips us for every good work.

We asked one of our mission partners Dave Payne for his reflections on 
Hebrews 1:1-2 in his context. Dave is evangelising skaters and their 
friends and family in Myanmar.  

Dave is a thoughtful missionary and theologian. This reflection is 
very helpful in us appreciating what we have. We shouldn't take 
it for granted!

“Buddhists have nothing like a
speaking God, and nothing speaks
to them personally. According to
their own beliefs, Buddha has
reached Nirvana, and has been
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essentially 'deleted' out of life. So the main figure of their belief cannot 
help them, or communicate with them. So when we see Buddhists 
bowing down to statues of Buddha, technically they are not praying to 
or worshipping Buddha. They are just expressing their thankfulness to 
Buddha. Although I'm sure it becomes worship in their hearts and they 
still see these statues as having some sort of luck, good karma or power. 
So they still cry out to them, in some kind of desperate hope... 

...But when they hear about the LIVING God (not a statue) it blows their 
mind: a God who actually speaks and listens! When the skaters first 
prayed to God they said "It was weird because I was actually talking to 
someone, and not just a statue!" Buddhists are also amazed that we have
access to what the prophets and Jesus said - The Bible! 

When Buddha became 'enlightened' he refused to share his way of 
salvation for a long time as he believed humans were too sinful to 
understand it. After months and months of his followers begging him he
finally told them. However they were not written down for over a 
hundred years later. They were written in Pali (ancient east language) 
and still are to this day. That's why many rely on the monks to learn pali
and teach what it says, which, as you can imagine, causes many 
problems (false teaching, greed, power problems, mistranslations etc). 

So they are amazed they have a Bible in their own language, and can go 
directly to his word, which is reliable and true!”

Give thanks for Dave and his ministry and pray that we might rejoice 
that God has spoken to us by his Son. Ask that we might listen to him 
speak to us in his word. You might also like to finish with Colin 
Buchanan's memory verse song for Hebrews 1:1-2 (from 'Remember the 
Lord') 

This is a great song from Colin – his most
jazzy I think.
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2. THE SON RULES
Hebrews 1:3-4

Main idea of the study

• Jesus, the Son is truly God yet distinct (not separate) from the 
Father. 

• He is great and powerful as the sustainer of creation, the ruler at 
God's right hand and the one who purifies us from sins, 

Main applications

• Wonder and awe at Jesus

• Joy that our sins have been
purified. Also, repentance and
faith dealing with sins we still
feel defiled by.

Have you ever tried to explain the Trinity to someone? How did that go? 

This is just a fun launching question to help us all appreciate that
it's hard to explain the trinity. Don't let anyone with false 
confidence launch into their perfect trinity explanation!

This study will help us understand a bit more about the Trinity.

Verses 3 and 4 explain more about the Son, but to recap, what was 
verses 1 and 2 about? Or you can just sing the Colin song again!

See previous study.

THE SON AND THE FATHER
Read 1:1-4. What is the relationship between the Father and the Son? 



The Son is like what we can see with the Father as the source 
behind him. Like the light of the sun and the sun itself. They are 
distinct but not separate.

Also, the Son is exactly the same as the Father (like an imprint) 
without being the Father himself.

It's tricky, but this verse is helpful in our trinity doctrine.

Note: 'radiance' is a good translation, and 'representation' is a term used
of the mark left by a stamp (on a wax seal or coin for example)

How does this fit with other descriptions of their relationship?

John 1:1-2 The word was with God and was God (or perfectly divine). 
He is distinct but not separate from the Father.

John 14:5-10 To see Jesus is to see the Father. This is a lot like the 
'radiance' idea from Hebrews.

Phil 2:5-11 Jesus is in very nature God but is distinct from the Father, 
in that he came to earth, died and rose.

Col 1:15-20 He is the image of the invisible God (similar to the 
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radiance idea of Hebrews).  He has all of God's fullness in 
him.

Col 2:9 All the fullness again.

There's no formal summary questtion here, but you could add 
something if appropriate. Eg so how are you going with 'who 
Jesus is' or 'what's the relationship  between the Father and the 
Son?'

THE WORK AND STATUS OF THE SON
What is Jesus' ongoing relationship with creation (see also Col 1:17)?

Upholds everything by his word.

Col is 'in him all things hold together'

Our world/the universe doesn't continue on the basis of physics 
or laws or anything (only in a secondary sense). Without the 
Son's will and words we could collapse into nothingness. We live 
and breathe only because he wills it to be.

So the Son cares for and relates to creation constantly. This is an 
amazing thought!

'Providing purification for sins' is shorthand for what will be explained 
more fully in Hebrews 8-10. Have a sneak peak at 9:11-15. What do you 
think it means that the Son has provided purification for sins?

This could be a huge question but try to contain it if you can.

In brief, Jesus died and shed his blood and somehow entered 
spiritually into God's presence. His blood spiritually cleanses and 
sanctifies us (makes us holy). This means our sins are forgiven, 



our conscience can be clean towards God, and we can approach 
God and be with him.

In short, we've been purified of sin

Why is this so amazing?

Sin is so bad and we are such committed sinners! Yet we have 
been purified of sin at great cost. This is worth rejoicing over and 
being thankful for!

Read Psalm 110 (especially verse 1). Where is Jesus now, and what is his 
status?

This Psalm will get a lot more attention later in Hebrews.

Jesus is now with God in heaven (where God dwells – sort of a 4th 
dimension) at God's right hand.

His status is supreme ruler over all of creation.

THE SUPERIORITY OF THE SON
Verse 4 finishes with the Son's superiority over angels (compare Phil 2:9-
11 regarding his name). Some commentators have proposed a chiastic 
structure for verses 1-4. This means a structure where the verses move 
to a central point and back out again. Have a look at this for a moment. 
What do you think? Is this helpful?

Some people love chiasms and structure, others don't care too 
much. I personally love them because they help me remember a 
passage and give due attention to the central point.

We just need to make sure the chiasm (which can be laid out nice 
and look pretty) actually exists in the text. I think this one does.

A  1-2a The Son contrasted with the prophets

17



B  2b The Son as messianic heir

C  2c The Son's creative work

D 3a-b The Son's threefold mediatorial 
relationship to God

C'  3c The Son's redemptive work

B'  3d The Son as messianic king

A'  The Son contrasted with angels.

THE SON AND US
What do you find so great about Jesus from these verses?

This is a personal and subjective question, so any answer is OK. 
Keep drawing people back to the text – emphasize 'from these 
verses'

Why is it right that Jesus should rule our lives and everything about our 
lives?

Because he is the supreme ruler, died and rose.

Are there sins in your life you feel haven't yet been purified by Jesus?

This is always possible, and is quite a personal question. It's not 
unusual for people to go about their Christian life burdened by a 
particular sin or habit. For their wellbeing and joy it is good for 
us all to confess these and embrace God's purification of sins by 
Jesus.

You could get people to write things down then share and confess
a bit later in prayer couples or triplets.

Are there areas of your life where you're resisting letting Jesus rule?



This would be yes for pretty much everyone! We need to take that
academic concept that Jesus rules the universe and apply it to our
lives – Jesus rules our life, our time, our sexuality, our family, our 
hobbies, our money etc.

You may need to share an area of your life where you're 
struggling to let Jesus rule.
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3. THE SON AND ANGELS
Hebrews 1:5-14

Main idea of the study

The author is proving his points of 1:1-4 by appealing to OT 
Scripture. He shows that the Son is the divine son and creator 
who rules creation and who is totally superior to angels.

Angels, although great, are subordinate to him and even serve us.

Main applications

We should be in awe of Jesus and honour and worship him. 
There's not much directly about what we should do, this is mostly
about taking our eyes off ourselves and contemplating Jesus

We don't think much about angels these
days, but in the OT and Jewish tradition they
are powerful and impressive guys –  the buff
superheroes of the OT. Think about the
angels destroying Sodom and Gomorrah
(Gen 19), the fearsome commander of the
Lord's army (Josh 5:13-15), or the angels
guarding Elisha (2 Kings 6:17). 

(You could also add that in Col 2:18
there are people who 'delight in the worship of angels')

Why do you think the readers of Hebrews might be confused as to how 
Jesus compares with angels?

They might be impressed by angels' power and transcendence. 
They might perceive Jesus as a created being. They might also be 
not impressed by his 'weakness' e.g. having a physical body that 
could suffer and die.



It's a bit hard for us to get, but we've got to get ourselves into the 
reades' mindset as best we can. This will help us feel the weight 
and impact of what the author teaches.

Before we look more at angels v Jesus, what was the mood or vibe of 
Hebrews 1:1-4?

This is a recap question with a bit of an emotional flavour. It's OK
in Growth Group for us to acknowledge our emotions and make 
emotional connections with Scripture.

THE SON V ANGELS
Verses 5 to 14 are highly structured. They're made up of 7 OT quotations
with short connecting phrases and a bookend of identical rhetorical 
questions (5a and 13a). The quotations are arranged as 3 pairs with a 
final climactic quote in verse 13. Each pair has some common words to 
bind them together (see below):

This is a bit didactic but I know I really appreciate seeing 
structure in the Bible. It's a dense paragraph above, and a 
complex table below so make sure everyone gets it before moving
on.

Section 7 Quotations Repeated words/ideas

Pair 1 (Heb 1:5) Psalm 2:7 Son, Father, I, my

2 Sam 7:14

Pair 2 (Heb 1:6-7)  Deuteronomy 32:43 angels

Psalm 10:4

Pair 3 (Heb 1:8-12) Psalm 45:6-7 for ever and ever, 



years never end

Psalm 102:25-27

Final quote (Heb 1:13) Psalm 110:1 -

Summary (Heb 1:14) - -

Split up the different pairs and quotations in your group. For each quote
figure out:

1. What did it mean in its original context?

2. How is the author using it in Hebrews,  i.e. what point is being 
made?

I'll provide some short answers here, but you may uncover more! 
See below also about the different texts our translators use. 

Some of the usage of the OT might seem strained to us, but we've 
got to appreciate that the author saw Jesus leaping out of the 
pages of the OT. He also writes with divine authority so if he says 
Jesus is there in the OT, then he is! (A bit like Gal 4:21-31).

Psalms are definitely prominent – I'm not sure why, but they were
valued highly in Jewish theological arguments. You'll often find 
Paul also referring to Psalms when he makes a point (e.g. Rom 4).

The article in the New Bible Dictionary on text and versions is 
very good, but will take you at least an hour to read and 
understand (so start early!)

Quote                         Original Meaning                                   Point in Hebrews

1 God appoints his king in Jerusalem 
(Zion) as a means of challenging and 
defeating rebellious human rule. 'God's 

Jesus is that ultimate 
king in a perfect 
Father Son 



Son' was a title for kingship. It could 
have been sort of applied to David and 
other human kings (in an optimistic 
sense). It's mostly looking forward to an
ultimate king though.

relationship with 
God/Yahweh

2 God promised to David that one of his 
sons would have an eternal kingdom 
and would be in a perfect Father Son 
relationship.

In 2 Sam it talks about this son doing 
wrong and being chastised. This is 
mostly talking about David's sons who 
continued to prefigure Christ. Solomon 
and other Kings of Judah did sin, were 
chastised, but never caused the 
complete rejection of David's line 
(compared to Saul's line).

Jesus was chastised but not for his own 
sins.

Same as quote 1. Jesus 
is that ultimate king in
a perfect Father Son 
relationship with 
God/Yahweh. He has 
an eternal kingship.

3 This is Moses' song after he re-delivered
the Law in Deuteronomy (just before 
entry into the promise land). In the 
Septuagint it calls for God's angels to 
worship him (God)

In Hebrews the verse 
is applied Jesus when 
God brings 'his 
firstborn into the 
world' This could be 
talking about the 
heavenly world/realm 
after Jesus' 
triumphant ascension.
Angels do worship 
him like this in Rev 



5:11-12.  See Heb 2:5: 
'the world to come 
about which we are 
speaking.'

The point is that Jesus 
receives the worship 
of angels and so is 
superior to them.

4 God is sovereign over all of creation 
and winds are his servants. The word 
for messenger is the same as the word 
for angel in both Greek and Hebrew 
(see NIV footnote).

Wind and Spirit are also the same 
word. Hebrews has the word order 
slightly changed. 

Angels don't have the 
status of firstborn or 
Son. They are merely 
servants.

5 The king is God, or like a god, in his 
glory. God elevates him above 
everyone. His throne and rule will be 
eternal.

Jesus, the son and king
truly is God, and is 
elevated by God the 
father above everyone
(including angels). His 
rule is eternal

Jesus is just, loves 
righteousness, hates 
wickedness etc

6 God, Yahweh is the creator and eternal 
(compared to his creation)

This picks up on the 
'forever' or 'eternal' 
idea of the previous 



quote and is applied 
directly to Jesus, 
especially in his role 
as creator (supporting 
Hebrews 1:2-3).

7 This is what God says to his ultimate 
priest King in the order of Melchizedek

This is applied directly
to Jesus (with more to 
come in Hebrews 
about Ps 110). This 
supports Hebrews 1:4

For this exercise, especially when you read your Bible footnotes, you'll 
need to know a bit about OT texts. 

• The Masoretic Text is a Hebrew
version of the OT from about
1000AD that has a very good
history and is what our English
translators use most of the time.
It would have had a precursor in
circulation during the first century AD. 

• The Dead Sea Scrolls are Hebrew
sections of the OT found near the
Dead Sea in the 1940s and dated
back to 100BC-70AD. They are
incomplete, but very similar to
the Masoretic Text.  

• The Septuagint (abbreviated
sometimes to LXX) was the Greek
translation of the Hebrew OT 



commonly used by Jews and Christians when the NT was 
written.  

All these texts are very similar and we can be confident in the reliability
of the Bible. When NT authors (writing in Greek) quote or refer to OT 
passages they use one of these text, or sometimes a Greek or Hebrew 
version that hasn't been found yet. 

For a summary of these documents (and others) you can read the article
entitled 'Texts and Versions' in The New Bible Dictionary.

SUMMING UP
What is the big point of this section (include verse 14)?

Jesus is so much greater than the angels, who are merely 
servants of God for human heirs of salvation.

Jesus, the Son, is the ultimate King in a Father/Son relationship 
with God and is even God himself. He is eternal creator and 
receives worship from angels.

He is just, loving righteousness and hating wickedness.

You would have noticed that verse 5 begins with 'for'. How does this 
section support verses 1-4?

Lots of points in 1-4 are supported: Father/Song, inheritor, 
creator, God himself, at the right hand of the Father.

THE SON, ANGELS AND US
There's no direct applications in this section – it's all about Jesus. What's 
struck you about him today?

This is a subjective question, so any answer is good.



Why is it good for us to sometimes think more about Jesus and less 
about ourselves?

1. Jesus is more important than us

2. Jesus is better than us in status, being, goodness etc

3. We can appreciate how privileged we are to have him as our 
saviour.

4. On the whole we're happier when we do this!

What are some of the blessings we can be thankful for from Hebrews 
chapter 1?

Lots of things, this is also somewhat subjective.

You want to have a vibe of joy and excitement about how great 
our saviour is!



4. PAYING ATTENTION TO THE MESSAGE
Hebrews 2:1-4

Main idea of the study

Bearing in mind all that good stuff about Jesus in chapter 1...

...the message of salvation that we have is great and confirmed. It
was: 1. Spoken by the Lord. 2. Confirmed by apostles. 3. Backed 
up by miracles. 4. Backed up by the Holy Spirit.

Main applications

Therefore don't drift away, pay attention! The danger is not 
outright denial, but subtle slow drift.  

Have you seen or known people who have walked away from Jesus? 
What has been confusing or hard about this?

This is a pretty hard and raw question, but why not at this stage 
in the year and the series! It's definitely a relevant question for 
this passage.

This is a question to share what's hard or confusing, not to 
provide answers. So try to protect people who share from other 
well-meaning people who might try to provide glib comfort or 
clunky theological answers. 

Chapter two of Hebrews begins with a serious warning for us. But 
before we get there, see how you go with filling in the blanks for chapter
1 (one word per space):  

People love a game or a challenge. I always like hearing about 
games you've invented for various studies.  I'll let you fill this one 
out! 



• “In the                    God spoke to our ancestors through the   
                at many times and various ways, but in these last 
                he has spoken to us by his             ...”

• “The Son is the                     of God's                and the exact     
                  of his                   .”

• “For to which of the                           did God ever say, 'You are my
                ; today I have become your                            .”

• “He makes his angels                         and his servants                  of . ”
                                                   .      

• Hopefully this exercise has reminded people of what we've looked
at in Hebrews.

PAYING ATTENTION
Read 2:1-4. What's the simple command in verse 1?

pay attention to the gospel message so we don't drift away.

Why do Christians need a command like
this?

We do tend to let our attention
wander. We are at risk of drifting
away. We see it in ourselves and
others to greater or lesser
extents.

'The peril against which the community is to be on guard
is that of 'drifting away', like a boat that is gradually

slipping away from its moorings. This suggests a
movement that may be subtle and undetected by those on



board, and along with the term 'neglect' (v. 3) point to a
gradual, unthinking movement away from the faith.'

Peter O'Brien, Commentary on Hebrews

The message spoken by angels is probably the OT law given at Mt Sinai. 
There was a Jewish tradition, inspired by Deuteronomy 33:2 (LXX), that 
the law was given to Moses via an angel or angels (see also Acts 7:38, 53 
and Gal 3:19).

LXX is the Septuagint.

Draw as much as you can from the passage comparing the old message 
with the new.

This is a way of doing an observation question that helps people 
with a more visual learning style. 

You should be fine to prepare the important observation points 
from this passage.



Why should we pay close attention to the new message?

So we don't drift away

We will be punished if we do

There's good support and evidence for it!

What will this mean for us:

• as individuals?

• This is a subjective question but could include the 
obvious things like reading our Bibles, getting to church 
and Growth Group etc. Try to push people and 
personalise it and make it more specific. e.g. “when you 
say, 'read my Bible more', what do you mean? What plan
or commitment will you make?”

• as a church?

• The Bible and gospel message should be central to what 
we do. We should take whatever opportunities we can, 
such as church, GG, AGM, budget night, training events, 
camps and conferences to call people's attention back to 
the gospel message.

• We should also be accurate with our teaching and give 
due time to preparation in the Bible. We should strive for
clarity in our teaching.

• You might think of other things as well.



GETTING PRACTICAL
What are the ways we are likely to drift away (think specifically about 
the demographics of your group)?

See what you come up with and try to push hard with your 
group. There's the ideas below if you need some help!

I've listed them without explanation, but you can ask me or one 
of the pastors if you'd like more on why they increase our risk of 
drifting away.

In case you're searching for ideas, here's a few common ones:

Sin / sins (especially when temptation is strong)

Regularly opting out of church or Growth Group 

Dating a non-Christian

Suffering

Being hurt or let down by Christians (including leaders)

Something 'more appealing' than God e.g. hobbies, sport, career

Neglect or mistrust of the Bible

Prayerlessness

Travel or moving cities

This passage calls on us to listen to and trust the Bible. Sam Hilton 
recommends two good books on the reliability of the Bible (especially 
the Gospels):



Gospel Truth by Paul Barnett 

Can we Trust what the Gospels
say about Jesus by Andrew
Errington

This passage also raises questions about whether Christians can fall 
away. There are lots of passages to consider with this question including
several in Hebrews (e.g. 3:6, 12-14,4:11, 6:1-12, 10:19-39, 12:1-3, 14-17, 25,
13:9). 

A good article is 'Can Christians Fall Away' by Andrew Heard from 
Central Coast EV church: https://medium.com/@niteev/can-christians-
fall-away-283dcb7067d4#.7goj0vr3o (or google it).

Obviously this will be a big question that will float around during
this whole Hebrews series.

If this is a hot topic / big question for your group, or individual 
members, you could get them to read the Hebrews passages (or 
all of Hebrews) and read Andrew Heard's article. Then talk about
it in a few weeks.

https://medium.com/@niteev/can-christians-fall-away-283dcb7067d4#.7goj0vr3o
https://medium.com/@niteev/can-christians-fall-away-283dcb7067d4#.7goj0vr3o


5. GLORY AND HONOUR
Hebrews 2:5-9

Main idea of the study

Jesus is superior to angels because he tasted death for everyone 
and is now crowned with glory and honour, with all things 
subject to him, in fulfilment of Psalm 8

Main applications

We're not really in control of the world now, certainly not in 
control of death. But we don't need to fear death because of Jesus.

Jesus rules everything, so it's right that he rules us

It is a great salvation (as per 2:3) so we need to pay attention!

What's appealing about Man versus Wild? What's Bear Gryll's 
relationship with creation?

It's subjective whether it's appealing
or not!

But his relationship with creation is
mixed. He loves it for its beauty and
wonder. But it can also be a hostile
place – it's no garden of Eden!

Starvation and death are dangers for
anyone caught in the wild.

He also likes to eat a lot of it.

In this study we look at humanity, Jesus and creation and see how they 
all relate.



Man vs Wild shows that creation is not subject to us. It raises the 
question of what is our relationship to creation? What should it 
be?

OT BACKGROUND
Read Genesis 1 and Psalm 8. What words or ideas are common to both 
passages?

This will take a little time, but worth doing so we can understand 
Hebrews more deeply. You'll notice several common words or 
ideas which I'll leave for you to find.

It feels like Psalm 8 is a sort of Spirit inspired meditation on 
Genesis 1. NIV 11 has struggled a bit to translate it into gender 
neutral language (according to their translation philosophy – see 
the preface of your Bible). The footnotes read a little easier, and 
the singular 'him' makes it easier to see how it points to Jesus.

What do they say about humanity?

Gen 1:26-29. 'Subdue' or 'have dominion' mean to rule over 
creation as God's representatives. It implies a positive and good 
rule just like God's rule is. Gen 2:15 talks about Adam working 
the land and taking care of it. He also names the animals in verse
19.

Psalm 8: God is the ultimate ruler over creation but he has 
graciously given humanity a place as secondary rulers. The 
Psalm doesn't deal at all with sin or its consequences so could be 
referring to a pure pre-fall situation, or just a generous 
description of life now.

PSALM 8 IN HEBREWS
Read Hebrews 2:5-9. See if you can diagram out the logical relationship 
between these verses (note that the word for 'little' in verses 7 and 9 can 
mean either 'a little while' or 'a little lower'):



This is a question designed to work well for logical thinkers. You 
could put people in groups of two or three if you think that would
help your group. Try to go slowly and make sure everyone is 
following the logic. Things like arrows or indentations are good.

5.  In the Greek (and KJV) verse 5 begins with 'For' so it's linked with what 
comes previously. You could say it continues the thought of 1:14 with 2:1-
5 being a pastoral interruption. The author is still talking about the 
superiority of Jesus (and the world to come – 1:6)

The point is that the world to come is not subject to angels

6.  But the Bible points towards humanity ruling God's creation

7.  Ps 8 continued

8. Ps 8 continued. God at creation put everything under human authority. 
But now this is not the case (presumably because of sin). Some things are 
not subject to us e.g. weather, or only in a very limited way e.g. head lice, 
weeds, sickness etc. Death is definitely not subject to us.

9. But Jesus, who was a little lower than angels – i.e. incarnate, is now 
with glory and honour. He does rule over creation, disease, death etc.

Why? Because he suffered death – he was obedient to God and given this 
great honour.

The point of his death was to be a substitute for us when it comes to death

'For everyone' raises the question of who did Jesus intend to save when he 
died (known as the question of 'limited atonement' or 'particular 
redemption') This is probably not a tangent you want to go down! You can
ask me or one of the pastors for some guidance on this if you're curious!

What is the main point of this passage?



Jesus is superior to angels because he fulfils Psalm 8 ruling over 
creation. His pathway to glory was incarnation, death for us (and
resurrection/ascension).

It's not explicit in the passage, but why do we die according to the Bible 
(Gen 2:15-17, 3:6, 22-24; Rom 5:12, 6:23)?

Sin. We still die physically even though we've been redeemed. But 
this death is not 'the second death' of Revelation. We live even 
though we die (NIV John 11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the 
resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even 
though he dies;)

What point is being made about the death of Jesus (see also 1:3 and 2:3)?

It was his path to glory.

It was for us, tasting death for us so we needn't fear death.

His death provided purification for sins (1:3) and means a great 
salvation for us (2:3).

JESUS, CREATION, DEATH AND US
How should we now personally think about our relationship with 
creation?

It will be a mix of things.

It remains difficult because of sin. Death is still a reality.

It's comforting to know that Jesus is in control

The passage is consistent with the environmental issues we face –
I.e we have failed to rule creation in a good and wise way. But it 
doesn't directly say what we should do about it. This could be a 
tangent to think about after the study.

What are some of the ways you respond emotionally to this passage 
(and Hebrews so far)?



It's a somewhat clunky question, but it's good to put out the 
expectation that emotional responses to God's word are right and
good (especially since we did that logical question earlier).

I'd expect answers about hope, awe of Jesus, thankfulness, 
seriousness about drifting away.

If you can think of more creative ways of drawing out people's 
emotional responses let me know.

Sometime people in our church come closer to death than others. Rhys 
Thomas from HBC AM shares his story...

It was really kind of Rhys to put some work into this testimony 
for the sake of our church. This photo was taken at the time of his
diagnosis. 

The treatment he has (which is very new, even experimental) has 
been effective (although with the side effect of his hair going light 
grey). He continues to get regular scans and tests but things are 
generally stable. The treatment is too new to be 100% certain 
though what the future will look like.  He's looking at ways of 
returning to work.



If you'd like to meet Rhys and his family come along to AM 
sometime!

My “taste of death” began in October 2013. I’d been living a pretty 
“normal" life up until that point but then a trip to John Hunter Hospital 
for what I thought might be kidney stones, showed up some 
abnormalities in my lung, and within two weeks I’d been diagnosed 
with Stage IV melanoma, with metastases in my brain, lungs and 
abdomen. I was given a median survival of only 3-4 months. That period
of time was filled up with neurosurgery, whole brain radiotherapy, 
major bowel surgery and starting on a clinical trial of a new type of 
immunotherapy. Six months on, I had lost 25 kg, had ongoing problems 
with nausea, vomiting and lack of appetite, and I pretty much felt like 
death warmed up. However, the immunotherapy was working, my 
symptoms slowly improved, and here I am today, two and half years 
later. 

As you can imagine, these were some pretty dark times for me and my 
family. During this period I was quite overwhelmed by my diagnosis, 
treatments, and the complications and side-effects of my disease, not to 
mention the prospect of my apparently inevitable decline, physically 
and mentally. I was left wondering how I could possibly cope with it all. 
However, since becoming a Christian at age 17, God had been gracious 
to me, and provided me with many solid Bible teachers, godly Christian 
family and friends, and many opportunities to study his Word. As a 
result of this I found that, despite my situation, I wasn’t actually fearing 
death. There was definitely fear and anxiety regarding what I would go 
through before I died, but instead of fearing death itself, or what would 
come after it, I almost found myself feeling guilty because I had been 
given a short cut to Paradise, while my family and friends would have to
continue living on in this fallen world. 



The book of Hebrews was a big contributor to my understanding of 
what Jesus had done for me, and I found great comfort within its pages 
during that time (and still!). It taught me that I had a High Priest in Jesus,
who had gone before me into the Most Holy Place, offered his own blood
instead of the blood of animals (or me!), experienced death and was 
then raised to life. This really was an anchor for my soul, especially 
when I could do nothing but lie on my bed. It also gave me great comfort
in knowing that Jesus, through whom God created the universe, had 
humbled himself, became lower than the angels, shared our humanity, 
and suffered far more than I ever would. He knew what I was going 
through. He died a death far worse than the one I was facing. He was 
not a distant unknowable and uninterested creator, but rather a loving 
and personal saviour who had given me the Holy Spirit to comfort me in
times such as this.

Pray for Rhys, Bronwyn, Isaac, Julian and Elisabeth and other Christians
you know who are facing death in some way. Pray for change and 
maturity in our own hearts and minds.

It would be great if all of us could have a mature attitude to death
that stands out from the rest of the world who doesn't know 
Jesus.

It would be great if we could love our saviour even more!



6. THE PIONEER OF OUR SALVATION
Hebrews 2:10-18 (1)

Main idea of the study

This is our first look at Hebrews 2:10-18. We will look at it again 
in the next study. The emphasis in this study is that the divine Son
of God became truly human (the incarnation). This means his 
death is effective for us. It's like a new Exodus, bringing us out 
from slavery and into salvation/glory.

• Next week we'll explore more what it means that he is our priest 
and what atonement is

Main applications

Jesus is truly God and truly man – we'll put some thought into 
this.

Jesus is one of us, not remote. He genuinely lived on earth and 
suffered and died. We can be confident of our salvation. 

We can be in awe of Jesus and love him.

HEBREWS WORDFINDER
This is just a more fun way of doing a recap of Hebrews. Make it 
competitive if you can!

X H X V W S V M S V S L H S Z 
B L M E H P Y M U A X R P L O 
V K W S G R V Q T N S O N K P 
Y D Z Q N W H T P G K F E P O 



E M E D J D E F E E G W J D P 
K A G A E N Q E N L S Y F C E 
E N O I T A V L A S X D C P K 
R K O I X H J H H D M Q Q I O 
Q I O D A T E G B Q G R A F H 
N N D I O H S E Q Q O L U R L 
D D Q M B G L O R Y F Y D O X 
M S M L I I G V O R N L S S E 
K G Y D B R M E B Z Y X P J G 
Y Z W V E R E F K B T N M A V 
S A J R K G V E S I X L S I K 

ANGELS
ATTENTION
DEATH
GLORY
GOD

MANKIND
RIGHTHAND
SALVATION
SON
SPOKEN

Does Jesus ever feel remote? How do people try to compensate for that 
feeling?  

I think he does feel remote to all people at times. Some people 
compensate with images or statues.

Some of the imagery tends to enhance the remoteness as Jesus is 
portrayed as unworldy, glowing and aloof.

People can then substitute intermediary figures such as Mary or 
saints who they can talk to / appeal to.



Obviously Bible reading is a positive way to respond to the feeling
of remoteness and is not 'compensation' as such.

You might think of other ways!

THE HUMANITY AND SUFFERING OF JESUS
Read Hebrews 2:10-18. What two words link verse 10 with verse 9?

Glory, sufffer.

The point is to see the flow of Hebrews – it all fits together

'Pioneer' in verse 10 translates the word archegos. Alternate translations
are 'author', 'captain', 'founder', 'source', 'prince' and 'leader'.  It means 
'an originator or founder of a movement who continues as the leader' 
(Louw and Nida). It's also used of Jesus in 12:2 and Acts 3:15 and 5:31. 
What does this title for Jesus tell us about him?

Jesus begins our salvation, he kicks it off, gets it started.

He remains our leader and captain as we go through life 

He brings us home to heaven in the end.

He is perfect in every way as our saviour

How was Jesus 'perfected' through suffering (see also 5:8-9)?

It's not that he was sinful, or morally imperfect.

It's not that he didn't understand obedience.



'make perfect' could also be translated 'make complete'

The context is his incarnation and death, so it's about him 
becoming suitable as an ideal representative and substitute for us
in his atoning death.  Chapter 5 shows that it is about Jesus 
learning obedience through experience.

2:18 connects his sufferings with his suitability as a helper.

Peter O'Brien says: “Christ's being perfected is a vocational 
process by which he is made complete or fully equipped for his 
office”

According to verses 11-17, what's the relationship between Jesus and us?

family, brothers and sisters, fully shared humanity

Look up Psalm 22:22 and Isaiah 8:17-18. How does the author use these 
passages to support his point?

Psalm 22 is the voice of the Davidic Messiah looking forward to 
corporate praise and worship after his rescue by God. He will 
praise God in the assembly (lit in church)

Isaiah commits to waiting for God's rescue and redemption 
trusting in him. This was originally rescue from Syria and Israel 
who were fighting against Judah.  He waits alongside his children
who he was given by God (Isa 8:1-4 tells about one child). His 
children could also include his disciples or followers (see 8:16).

In Hebrews the verses are now the voice of Jesus who trusts the 
Father and stands alongside his family (us disciples)

The words 'bringing', 'slavery' and 'free' remind us of the Exodus (e.g. Ex
6:6-8). How does the salvation of Jesus compare to the Exodus?

It's a similar rescue from slavery. In our case we are rescued by 
Jesus from death and fear of death. We are being brought to glory
rather than a physical land.



Obviously our redemption now is bigger, more complete, spiritual
etc. The exodus pointed forward to this.

As a teaching issue, it's powerful and helpful to realise that we 
have gone through (and are going through) our own exodus, lead 
by Jesus.

THE DIVINITY AND HUMANITY OF JESUS
Chapter 1 emphasised Jesus' divinity and chapter 2 has taught his 
humanity and suffering. Why do you think people have downplayed one
or the other over church history?

You can still have a reasonable crack at this without knowing 
any church history (although a good book is 'Church History in 
Plain Language' By Bruce Shelley).

We find it difficult to resolve the idea of God and humanity 
coming together, especially experiencing death. God is eternal, 
immortal, omnipresent etc

We also tend to (at least often in history) have a negative view of 
created matter. Matter is mortal, temporary, decaying and 
degrading for our spirits. It's possibly tinged with sin as well. 

In 451 Christians leaders met at Chalcedon in Turkey and agreed on a 
way to explain Jesus being both fully God and man. Understanding the 
statement fully is a lot of work, so it's mostly here as a reference. But 
what are your initial impressions?

We, then, following the holy Fathers, all with one consent, teach
men to confess one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the
same perfect in Godhead and also perfect in manhood; truly God

and truly man, of a reasonable [rational] soul and body;
consubstantial [coessential] with the Father according to the

Godhead, and consubstantial with us according to the Manhood; in



all things like unto us, without sin; begotten before all ages of the
Father according to the Godhead, and in these latter days, for us

and for our salvation, born of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God,
according to the Manhood; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord,

Only-begotten, to be acknowledged in two natures, inconfusedly,
unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably; the distinction of natures

being by no means taken away by the union, but rather the property
of each nature being preserved, and concurring in one Person and

one Subsistence, not parted or divided into two persons, but one and
the same Son, and only begotten, God the Word, the Lord Jesus

Christ, as the prophets from the beginning [have declared]
concerning him, and the Lord Jesus Christ himself has taught us,

and the Creed of the holy Fathers has handed down to us. 

Source: http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/creeds2.iv.i.iii.html

This is a very influential and helpful statement.
It's not trying to explain how Jesus can be both
fully God and fully man and still one unified
person. It's trying to give us the language and
safe boundaries to talk about something the
Bible says is true. It helps us avoid error.

For further reading try chapter 10: 'The Divine Son of God' in the 
brilliant theology overview God is Love by Gerald Bray. 

This is a warm (and long) single volume theology textbook. 
Gerald Bray is from England but teaches on and off at Moore 
College in Sydney (including when I was there).  I read it cover to 
cover over a two year period a few years ago and benefitted 
spiritually from it. Maybe you could try it!



As we pay careful attention to the message, how does it help to 
remember Jesus' humanity (especially given your discussion about  
'remoteness' in question 1)?

Jesus is not remote, he is one of us! He is fully human – 
everything like hunger, thirst, tiredness he experienced. Also 
loneliness and sadness. Physical sufferings

But still the powerful divine Son (as per chapter 1).

It gives us more confidence in our saviour and our salvation. It 
gives us Christian joy, we can be happy because we have a great 
saviour.

We don't need intermediaries like Mary and the saints.



7. A MERCIFUL AND FAITHFUL HIGH PRIEST
Hebrews 2:10-18 (2)

Main idea of the study

This is our second look at verses 10-18. The main idea is that not 
only is Jesus fully human (previous study) he is an effective high 
priest who made atonement for us and who helps us now

Main applications

We can be confident of the effectiveness of Jesus death for us 
(justification, sanctification etc). We can come to Jesus for help 
when we are feeling tempted.

What's a priest? What do they do in various religions or branches of 
Christianity?

Below, from left to right: Catholic Priest, Shinto priests in Japan, 
a Daoist priest (maybe in China) and a drawing of the Jewish 
High Priest)

Priests have different roles. They often mediate between us and 
God or spiritual things (gods, spirits, ancestors etc). This can 
involve us getting right with God, pleasing the gods etc, or getting
messages from God.

It's fine for people to answer from their own experience.



Today we'll begin to look at the priesthood of Jesus.  But to recap, 
secretly right down a key word or idea that has been meaningful to you 
from Hebrews:                                                                                                         

Containing this to one word or idea helps people concentrate and
commit.

Now shape that idea into playdough and see if your group can guess the 
word or idea.

This is for fun, or memory, maybe good for kinesthetic learners?

You can get cheap playdough (no-name brand) at Kmart for a 
couple of dollars.

SIN AND ATONEMENT
'Sin' (or 'sins') is mentioned in 1:3 and 2:17. Have a look at the following 
verses and answer these questions. What is sin? Why is it such a big 
deal?

These are all pretty straightforward so I won't go through them. 
Together they give a good picture of sin:

• it's universal: everyone is a sinner and sins

• it's about rejection and rebellion against God

• it's from inside us, ugly, and include all types of sins

• God is holy and Sin separates us from God

• God hates sin (and sinners) and will punish sin and 
sinners. Death is a consequence. So we have a serious 
problem.

Splitting these up among the group, either individuals or pairs, 
would be a good idea. 



Gen 3:1-7

Gen 4:2-7

Gen 6:5 and 8:21

1 Kings 8:46

Ps 5:4-6

Ps 40:12

Ps 51:3-5

Isa 59:1-3

Habakkuk 1:12-13

Mark 7:20-23

Rom 1:9-12

Rom 3:23

Rom 6:23

Gal 5:19-21

James 4:17

Read Hebrews 1:3 and 2:10-18. How does Jesus help us?

He provides purification for sins. He makes us holy, he saves us, 
he saves us from death and fear of death. He atones for our sins

Hebrews 2:17 talks about Jesus making atonement  (NIV) or propitiation 
(ESV) for our sins. Have a look at the following verses. What does 
atonement or propitiation mean?

This is a big question, but worth having a crack at. The verses 
include the word 'propitiation' or talk about Jesus death. Overall 
there is a reversal of the problems of sin and God's wrath or 
punishment which we saw in the previous list of verses)

For a deeper understanding of atonement you should read 'The 
Cross of Christ' by John Stott sometime now or in the next two 
years).

Rom 3:21-26 

Jesus takes the punishment for sin in his death and this leads to 
our justification and redemption



1 John 1:5-2:2

We all sin but Jesus death is for our sin and leads to forgiveness 
and purification

1 John 4:10

Jesus died and atoned for our sin (not explained greatly)

Heb 7:26-28

His death was a sacrifice for sins. It was a once for all event and 
doesn't need to be repeated.

Heb 9:11-14

His death cleanses us from sin, including our consciences (our 
inner awareness of sin and a feeling of shame and guilt)

We can now be with God, come into his presence etc

Heb 9:24-28

His death does away with sin

Heb 10:11-14

We have been made perfect and holy through Jesus' death

A PRIEST ABLE TO HELP
From Hebrews 2 (esp v 14-18), how is Jesus able to help us (see also 4:14-
16)?

He helps us by dealing with sin.

He's also able to empathise or sympathise with us. He knows us 
and can be alongside us. We can pray to him or pray to the 
Father in his name.

We feel this help deeper knowing that he has been through it all.



John Calvin, a Reformation Theologian reflected on these verses in his 
commentary on Hebrews. What do you think?

I included this because it's a good quote, and helpful for people to 
read some Calvin.  Also trying to add colour and variety to the 
studies!

“For in a priest, whose office it is to appease God's wrath,
to help the miserable, to raise up the fallen, to relieve the

oppressed, mercy is especially required, and it is what
experience produces in us; for it is a rare thing for those
who are always happy to sympathise with the sorrows of

others. The following saying of Virgil was no doubt
derived from daily examples found among men, - 'Not

ignorant of evil, I learn to aid the miserable.'

The Son of God had no need of experience that he might
know the emotions of mercy; but we could not be

persuaded that he is merciful and ready to help us, had
he not become acquainted by experience with our

miseries; but this, as other things, has been as a favour
given to us. Therefore whenever any

evils pass over us, let it ever occur to
us, that nothing happens to us but

what the Son of God has himself
experienced in order that he might

sympathise with us; nor let us doubt
but that he is at present with us as

though he suffered with us.”



In what areas of life or temptation are you struggling with at the 
moment? How can you make use of the help offered by Jesus, our 
'merciful and faithful high priest'?

It would be great if your group could really open up on this one. If
you have a quiet group that doesn't like to share you could try 
getting people to write things down then discuss and pray in 
single sex groups of two or three.



8. JESUS GREATER THAN MOSES
Hebrews 3:1-6

Main idea of the study

Jesus is a faithful son and builder of God's house, greater than 
Moses

Main applications

We should fix our thoughts on Jesus and hold
firmly to our confidence (similar applications
to study 4)

What have you built in the last few years? How did
that go?

This is just a fun launching question – it will
help your group get to know each other.

Hebrews 3:1-6 compares Jesus (a builder) to Moses. What do you know 
about Moses? Why was he so great?

Some people will know a lot, others will know nothing!

The verses below contain a few Moses highlights.

It's important to realise he is a genuinely impressive OT 
character (this will help us feel the force of Jesus being greater 
than Moses)

Ex 4:14-17

Ex 33:7-11

Ex 34:29-35

Num 12:1-16 (v 7 is in Heb 3:5)

Deut 34:7

Deut 34:10-12

Mat 17:1-4

Acts 7:35



Heb 11:24-28

JESUS AND MOSES
Read Hebrews 3:1-6.  How are we and Jesus described in verse 1?

Us: family who share in the heavenly calling (i.e. we have been 
called by God to follow Jesus and to follow him to heaven/the new
creation) So our calling is from heaven and to heaven.

Jesus: the apostle and high priest. 'Apostle' makes this a 
distinctive verse, not used elsewhere of Jesus I think. Apostle 
means one who is sent with a message or task and who has no 
freedom to change that message or task.

What are we supposed to do according to verse 1? How does this 
compare to 2:1?

Fix our thoughts on Jesus, or deeply consider him. Very similar to
paying attention to the message.

We always need spurring on for this.

How and why is Jesus 

• similar to Moses? 

Faithful to God. Impressive and important

• different to Moses (see notes 1-4 below)?

Moses was part of God's house – his people, the nation of Israel. 
Jesus built God's house and is the builder of the church. He is God,
the builder of everything.

He is also the Son and owner of everything.

Note 1: here's a possible structure to these verses. It is chiastic like 1:1-4:



A  1 Fix your thoughts on Jesus

B  2a Jesus was faithful

C  2b Moses was faithful

D 3-4 Jesus is greater than Moses

C'  5 Moses was faithful

B'  6a Jesus is faithful

A'  6b Hold firmly to our confidence and hope

This chiasm is my idea, Peter O'Brien didn't have it and I didn't 
check other commentaries. So take it with a grain of salt!

Note 2: God's house is probably referring to the nation of Israel rather 
than the temple or tabernacle.

Note 3: Jesus says in Matthew 16:18 '...I will build my church'.

Note 4: Hebrews 3 is like Hebrews 1, bringing the Son and Father into 
very close relationship  and identity.

HOLDING FIRM
What does verse 6 call us to do? How does the theology and teaching of 
Hebrews so far help us to do this?

Hold firmly to our hope and confidence.

Hebrews shows us what a great hope we have. We have a great 
saviour, an effective atonement, angels to help us, a forerunner 
who has conquered death and goes ahead of us etc!

We get really good warnings and encouragements in Hebrews, 
but they are mixed in with great teaching



What do you think are the things you'll remember from your study of 
Hebrews this term?

This is a personal question. And could include lots from Greg's 
talks.

Hebrews 3:6 reminds us of our hope, and along with 6:19 has inspired 
the song 'Anchor':

I have this hope
As an anchor for my soul

Through every storm
I will hold to You 

If you were to write a song or poem about something in Hebrews 1:1-3:6 
what would you write about? Maybe you should give this a go during 
the holidays?

The photo below is from the song writing weekend (Create 16)

We'd love to keep building up loads of locally written, biblically 
faithful, memorable songs!

If people are more into drawing and art then something like that 
would also be cool!
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