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Christmas Carols in Lambton Park has been brought to you by Hunter Bible Church 
with the generous support of the following groups: 

 Lambton Early Learning Centre 
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Welcome to 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

IN LAMBTON PARK 
 

 

 

We’re so glad you came. We hope you have an excellent night 
joining in the carols and enjoying the performances. There are 
heaps of stalls and activities going on around the park to make your 
night special. 

The songs will start after 7pm. We’ll have a short break sometime 
around 8pm and finish with fireworks around 9pm. 

Carols in Lambton Park is put on by the members of Hunter Bible 
Church for the community because we love Jesus and with the 
support of local businesses. 
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PLEASE TAKE CARE 

There are a few things we’d like you to take note of: 

• Since Lambton Park is a public space all parents and guardians 
need to be responsible for their children at all times even when 
they are using the stalls and activities available. 

• The toilets are located beside the rotunda. Parents and carers, 
please take responsibility for your children using these. 

• The stalls are all run by independent providers, so please speak 
directly with them about their services. 

• A good place to arrange to meet lost kids might be at the WAVE 
Kids tent near the jumping castles.  

• The fireworks will be very loud, so please make sure your 
children are prepared for them after the last song “Joy to the 
World”. 

• Avoid using tall shade covers and tents as this makes it hard for 
other people to see. If there are structures that are too large, 
we’ll ask you to take them down. 

• Keep the marked pathways clear so people can exit quickly if 
they need to. 

• Pets are allowed in the public park, however they are required 
to be leashed and attended at all times. 

• Please take care leaving the site after 
the fireworks. Drive carefully as there 
will be many children around. 

We hope you have a great night and a joy-
filled Christmas. We’d love to see you 
again at one of our Christmas church 
services. 
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T? 

Each of our Carols bands have put in a huge effort preparing and 
rehearsing for you tonight. Our first band (who will come back 
towards the end of the night is; Nick Shepherd, Liv Catt & Alice 
Palmer (Vocals), Marcus Robertson (Electric Guitar), Jack Maddison 
(Acoustic Guitar & Trumpets), Gareth Elliott (Keys), John Stark 
(Bass), Vince Pring (Drums), Pete Munday, Josh Davidson &, Khiara 
Cummings (Backing Vocals) 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROL VOCAB 

Can you match the ‘ol school word with its meaning? 

Manger Report, update, news 

Bethlehem A plant which lives off other trees 

Tidings A small town near Jerusalem 

Bobtail In human form 

Noël Animal feeding trough 

Hark A very short horse tail 

Reconcile A German festival season 

Incarnate Pay close attention 

Hosanna in excelsis Forgive, restore relationship 

Mistletoe Most amazing saviour 

Yuletide French for Christmas (nativity) 
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O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL 

O come all ye faithful  
Joyful and triumphant  
O come ye O come ye to 
Bethlehem  
Come and behold Him Born the 
King of angels  

O come let us adore Him  
O come let us adore Him  
O come let us adore Him  
Christ the Lord  

Sing choirs of angels  
Sing in exultation  
Sing all ye citizens of heav’n 
above  
Glory to God  
Glory in the highest 

Yea Lord we greet Thee  
Born this happy morning 
Jesus to Thee be all glory giv’n  
Word of the Father  
Now in flesh appearing 

John Francis Wade, C. Frederick Oakeley.  
Public Domain 

 

CAROL TRIVIA 

It’s believed O Come All Ye Faithful is a translation of a Portuguese 
song Adeste Fideles. The song focuses on who this baby in the 
manger really is. Not only is he the king of all mankind, Jesus is the 
“King of angels” who is worthy of “all glory”. But it’s the last line 
that sings the most amazing idea; that Jesus is the very Word of God 
in the flesh. This picks up the shortest account of Jesus’ birth in the 
Bible: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning... The Word 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son 
(Written c.85A.D. The Gospel According to John, chapter 1, 
verses 1, 2 & 14) 

In Jesus, we don’t just hear God’s words to us, we meet God himself. 
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ACCORDING TO LUKE  

Luke was a 1st century Doctor living at the time of Jesus. He wrote 
an account of his own experiences and eye-witness’ reports about 
Jesus for the early Christians who never meet Jesus personally. 
Written in the common-Greek language around 50AD, historians 
have hundreds of early manuscript copies of Luke’s account of 
Jesus, with little to no variation between them. This means Luke’s 
account of Jesus is one of the most historically accurate accounts of 
any person in the Roman period. 

Why not read a translation of Luke’s account about Jesus and make 
up your own mind about him? You’ll find it in any Bible or follow 
the link on lambtoncarols.com.au 

 

Chapter 2 

1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should 
be taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that 
took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone 
went to their own town to register. 

4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the 
house and line of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who 
was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6While 
they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave 
birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed 
him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11Today in the 
town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 
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13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  

16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who 
was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the 
word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 

 

 

This is one of the hundreds of early 
copies of Luke’s account of Jesus. It’s 
called Papyrus 75. Although Luke 
wrote the original in about 50AD, this 
copy is from about 180AD. As 
historians look at all the copies they 
have, there are very few differences 
between them. This means historians 
are very confident that the 
translations we use today for our 
bibles are exactly what Luke wrote. 
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ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 

Angels we have heard on high  
Sweetly singing o’er the plains  
And the mountains in reply  
Echoing their joyous strains  

Shepherds why this jubilee  
Why your joyous strains prolong  
What the gladsome tidings be  
Which inspire your heavenly song   

Gloria in excelsis Deo  
Gloria in excelsis Deo  

Come to Bethlehem and see  
Christ whose birth the angels sing  
Come adore on bended knee  
Christ the Lord the newborn King  

See him in the manger lay 
Jesus, Lord of Heaven and Earth 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid 
With us sing our Savior's birth  

 

Author Unknown. Public Domain 

 

 

CAROL TRIVIA 

Angels We Have Heard on High is based on a traditional French 
carol known as Les Anges dans nos campagnes (literally, “Angels in 
our countryside”). 

“Gloria in excelsis Deo” is Latin for “Glory to God in the highest” 
and re-sings the angel’s announcement to the shepherds that their 
king and saviour had been born. 
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BORN IS THE KING 

Born unto us this day a Saviour  
Gifted from heaven to a manger  
The hope of the world a light for all mankind  
All of the earth rejoice it’s Christmas time  

So lift up your voice and sing out His praise  
It’s Christmas  
Born is the King rejoice in the day  
It’s Christmas  
Make a joyful sound 
It’s Christmas  
Let His praise resound  
It’s Christmas  

Goodwill to all the earth and peace divine  
All of the earth rejoice it’s Christmas time  
It’s Christmas time  

So lift up your voice and sing out His praise  
It’s Christmas  
Born is the King rejoice in the day  
It’s Christmas  
Make a joyful sound 
It’s Christmas  
Let His praise resound  
It’s Christmas  

Matt Crocker and Scott Ligertwood. CCLI Licence 57272 

 

 

KIDS SONGS 

Jingle Bells 
On That Very First Christmas 
Jingle Bell Rock 
Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer 
Ho-Hohemian Christmas Rhapsody  
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KIDS TEAM & BAND (THE SQUADRON) 

We love seeing kids have fun and enjoying Christmas. At Hunter 
Bible Church we have heaps of kids programs; Primary school kids 
club (RUSH), Youth Group, Sunday School and our annual WAVE 
Kids holiday event (Jan 16-20). Tonight’s kids show and songs are 
put on by our own Lachie and Niemah Jones, Bethany Maddison & 
Bec Currer. 

 

 

T? 

The next couple of songs are being performed by… Jono Kirk 
(Vocals & Acoustic), Amanda Willey (Vocals & Violin), Dan Kirk 
(Mandolin & Acoustic), Chris Reed (Uke Bass), Hamish Batley 
(Drums). 

 

 

WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

We wish you a merry Christmas 
We wish you a merry Christmas 
We wish you a merry Christmas 
And a happy New Year  

Glad tidings we bring 
To you and your king 
We wish you a merry Christmas 
And a happy New Year 

Public Domain  
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HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With angelic host proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 

Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new born king 

Christ by highest heaven adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of a virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail the incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with man to dwell 
Jesus our Emmanuel 

Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace 
Hail the Son of Righteousness 
Light and life to all He brings 
Risen with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 

Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 

Charles Wesley. Public Domain  
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CAROL TRIVIA 

The three verses of Charles Wesley’s classic Christmas carol focus 
on three ideas. Each idea is an essential part of what makes the 
Christmas narrative so important to Christians year after year. 

The first verse is about how Jesus is the only way for “God and 
sinners” to be “reconciled”. The song acknowledges a deep rift that 
needs to be healed between us and God; we’ve ignored God and 
he’s angry at us. But… he’s sent Jesus to fix it! 

The second verse is about Jesus’ majesty before He was born; 
before he “took on flesh” (that’s what “incarnate” means). Before 
Jesus was human, he was the eternal Son of God, with God before 
creation. But he chose to become human – to be born human - to 
die in the place of humans – to save humans from the punishment 
we deserve. 

The last verse is about the future. Since Jesus has “risen” from the 
dead, he is able “to raise the sons of earth”. The Christmas news is 
really about the baby who grows up to offer God’s forgiveness and 
life after death. Therefore the whole song is an appeal to “hark” 
(pay attention to) this heavenly message, and respond by giving 
“glory to the newborn king”. 

  



12 

AWAY IN A MANGER 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.  
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay,  
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.  

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  
But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes.  
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky  
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.  

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay  
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray.  
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,  
And fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there. 

John Thomas McFarland and William James Kirkpatrick. Public 
Domain 

 

CAROL TRIVIA 

First published in 1884, Away in a Manger has some odd things 
about it. It was originally attributed to the German Reformer, 
Martin Luther, however there’s no evidence he wrote it, or that it 
was ever a German song. Also, the image of Jesus not crying in the 
manger seems a bit of a stretch. The Bible says that Jesus became 
“fully human in every way” – So it seems reasonable that he cried 
like other babies. 

However, the song does pick up the Bible’s idea that Jesus can be  a 
real help and support for us. The letter to the Hebrews says: 

For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every 
way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high 
priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for 
the sins of the people. Because he himself suffered when he was 
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.  
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DING DONG MERRILY ON HIGH 

Ding dong merrily on high 
In heaven the bells are ringing 
Ding dong verily the sky 
Is riv'n with angel singing 

Gloria hosanna in excelsis  

Ding dong merrily on high 
The curse of sin is broken 
Ding dong open up your eyes 
The celebration's starting 

Gloria hosanna in excelsis  

George Ratcliffe Woodward. Public Domain. 

 

 

DECK THE HALLS WITH BOUGHS OF HOLLY 

Deck the halls with boughs of holly 
Fa la la la la la la la la 

'Tis the season to be jolly 
Fa la la la la la la la la 

Strike the harp and join the chorus 
Fa la la la la la la la la 

All together sing we joyous 
Fa la la la la la la la la 

Thomas Oliphant. Public Domain 
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ISTMAS  

Kim Gannon, Walter Kent, Buck Ram. APRA Licenced 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOT THE CHRISTMAS 

 

I grew up on a working farm 
30kms outside a small town in 
the Central West in a non-
Christian family. I knew that 
there were people who believed 
in God; but I refused to believe 
that one guy was in control. 
This was partly due to a pretty 
messed-up childhood. We 
pretended everything was fine 
and under control, all the while 
experiencing the unspeakable 
turmoil of a father with 
untreated mental health issues.  

During the final weeks of trial 
HSC exams, the control that I 
thought I had vanished. My 
father had a mental breakdown 
and some serious stuff 
happened. I was homeless for 

the first week of my HSC. The 
hope I had placed in my own 
abilities couldn’t withstand the 
mental suffering caused by 
losing my home, my family and 
the unconditional love of a 
parent. 

For some reason, as I packed 
my bags to leave my family’s 
house, I took a Bible given to 
me by my Nan as a family 
heirloom. It had these little self-
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help verses for if you were 
feeling anxious or hurt. I looked 
them up and thought they were 
stupid. The two little sentences 
didn’t make me feel any less 
anxious or in control. I read 
more, because, surely that 
would help me feel better. I 
kept reading the bible as I 
became apprehensive about 
where I would be spending 
Christmas. 

In the Bible I met a good God 
who’d created a perfect world 
without pain and suffering, but 
people had ruined it by trying 
to live life how they pleased – 
including me. I realised that the 
cause of suffering in our world 
was the result of us refusing to 
live a life that pleased God. I 
had kept God out of my life, just 
like I was being kept out of my 
home. Though I certainly had 
my problems, my big problem 
was my relationship with God 
because I didn’t believe he was 
in charge of my life. 

As I read more of the Bible over 
the Summer I saw my self-
reliance and refusal to 
acknowledge God meant I 
would be judged and destined 
for hell. It wasn’t a nice 
thought, but the more I saw 

what God was like and what I 
was like, the more I saw the 
consequence was right. But I 
saw something else too. Even 
though I’d kept God out, he still 
loved me. The whole Bible is 
about God providing a way to 
save us from the hell we 
deserve. He did this by sending 
Jesus, the baby we sing about at 
Christmas, to grow up and die 
on a cross to suffer the 
consequences we deserve. 

Now, I thought it was ridiculous 
that God sent someone else to 
suffer my punishment. That 
seemed pretty unfair, because 
Jesus never did anything to 
disobey God. But God was 
unlike anyone I’d ever known. 
Most people would have walked 
away if someone had stuffed up 
the best present they’d ever 
been given. Despite all the 
rubbish that had happened to 
me and because of me, God still 
offered his unconditional love 
to me, through Jesus’ death.  

Not only was I amazed at God’s 
love, I also saw that God was 
also powerful enough to raise 
Jesus from the dead. I realised 
that my own abilities were 
weak, but God was powerful 
and even in control of death. 
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God was someone I could rely 
on. I didn’t need to be worried 
about anything because he has 
it covered. 

Over that time, I asked God to 
forgive me for the rubbish 
things I’d done to my family 
and for the things I didn’t know 
I’d done. I accepted that God 

made me, and that Jesus died 
for my disobedience. I also 
began to learn from the Bible 
and other Christians that God 
could change me and help me 
try to live a life where I relied 
on God and not myself.  

I would encourage anyone to 
read the Bible, or to ask 
someone why they believe in 
Jesus this Christmas. If the 
punishment for kicking God out 
of your life is death, then it is 
definitely worth checking out 
what the Bible says about his 
offer to forgive. 

-Em (a member of HBC) 

 

 

 

 

 

SILENT NIGHT 

Silent night holy night  
All is calm all is bright  
‘Round yon virgin mother and child  
Holy infant so tender and mild  
Sleep in heavenly peace  
Sleep in heavenly peace  
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Silent night holy night  
Shepherds quake at the sight  
Glories stream from heaven afar  
Heav’nly hosts sing alleluia  
Christ the Savior is born  
Christ the Savior is born  

Silent night holy night  
Son of God love’s pure light  
Radiant beams from Thy holy face  
With the dawn of redeeming grace  
Jesus Lord at Thy birth  
Jesus Lord at Thy birth 

Franz Xaver Gruber, John Freeman Young and Joseph Mohr. Public 
Domain 

 

 

CAROL TRIVIA 

Originally Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht, this is one of the world’s most 
translated Christmas Carols and was first performed in 1818 in 
Oberndorf, Austria. 

The metaphorical “radiant beams” from Jesus’ face are an poetic 
image of Him being the pure light of God’s love. But it’s the last line 
of the song which presents the key to the Bible’s message about 
Jesus... Even at his birth, Jesus is God’s appointed King over 
everything, and everyone. 
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HAVE YOURSELF A MERRY LITTLE CHRISTMAS 

Ralph Blane, Hugh Martin. APRA Licenced. 

 

 

O HOLY NIGHT 

O holy night the stars are brightly shining  
It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth  
Long lay the world in sin and error pining  
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth  
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices  
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn  

Fall on your knees O hear the angel voices  
O night divine O night when Christ was born  
O night, O night divine 

Truly He taught us to love one another  
His law is love and His gospel is peace  
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother  
And in His name all oppression shall cease  
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we  
Let all within us praise His holy name  

Christ is the Lord O praise His name forever  
His power and glory Evermore proclaim  
His power and glory Evermore proclaim 

Fall on your knees O hear the angel voices  
O night divine O night when Christ was born  
O night, O night divine 

Adolphe Charles Adam, John Sullivan Dwight and Placide Cappeau. 
Public Domain 
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THE CHRISTMAS SONG 

Torme/Wells. APRA Licenced. 

 

 

CAROL TRIVIA 

The Christmas Song, (or commonly known as “Chestnuts Roasting 
on an Open Fire”) was originally titled “Merry Christmas to You”. It 
was written in the midst of a heat wave in 1945. Bob Wells and Mel 
Tormé were trying to imagine themselves feeling cold as a way of 
ignoring the heat. The images they imagined became the first lines 
of a poem which turned into a song. 

Nat King Cole made the song famous in 1946. Against his 
producer’s direction, he wanted to record it with an orchestra. That 
recording became one of Cole’s greatest hits. 
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THE FIRST NOEL 

The first Noël 
The angels did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds 
In fields as they lay 

In fields where they 
Lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night 
That was so deep 

Noël, Noël, Noël, Noël 
Born is the King of Israel 

They looked, they looked up 
And they saw a star 
Shining in the east 
Beyond them far 

And to the earth it gave great light 
So it continued both day and night 

Noël, Noël, Noël, Noël 
Born is the King of Israel 

Noël, Noël, Noël, Noël 
Born is the King, born is the King, born is the King of Israel 

Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord 
That hath made heav'n and earth from nought 
And with His blood mankind was bought 

Noël, Noël, Noël, Noël 
Born is the King of Israel 

Noël, Noël, Noël, Noël 
Born is the King, born is the King, born is the King of Israel 

Author Unknown. Public Domain.  
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CAROL TRIVIA 

The First Noel is truly multi-national. It’s a traditional English song, 
which uses the French word for Christmas (“noel”), while focusing 
on Jesus as the Israelite (Jewish) King. The birth of a great Jewish 
King wasn’t a surprise for the Jews in the first century. Again and 
again in the Jewish scriptures (the Bible’s Old-Testament) God 
promises to send his own Son to become a new saviour-king. Micah 
the Jewish prophet wrote 700 years before Jesus was born… 

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the 
clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler 
over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times. 

(Written c.700B.C. The Book of Micah, chapter 5, verse 2) 

This promised king (called Messiah or Christ) wasn’t just another 
king like all the rest. This king was going to have divine origins and 
restore the broken relationship between God and all mankind. 
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JOY TO THE WORLD  

Joy to the world. The Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing! 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy  

He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders wonders of His love 

Isaac Watts, George Frideric Handel. Public Domain. 
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CAROL TRIVIA 

Joy to the World has been a favourite since Isaac Watts wrote it in 
1719. He wanted to make the poems of the Bible singable for his 
church in London. This song is from Psalm 98 – written 1000 years 
before the first Christmas. 

4 Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, burst into jubilant song 
with music; 5 make music to the Lord with the harp, with the 
harp and the sound of singing, 6 with trumpets and the blast of 
the ram’s horn—shout for joy before the Lord, the King. 7 Let the 
sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 
8 Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together 
for joy; 9 let them sing before the Lord, for he comes to judge the 
earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples 
with equity. 
 - Psalm 98 (written c1000B.C.) 

Isaac Watts takes the words of Psalm 98 and turns them into a song 
about the celebration of Jesus being born. The earth sings for joy 
because Jesus is its true king (“let earth receive her king”). At the 
same time, the song calls for “every heart” to make room for this 
king. Jesus is claimed to be the “saviour” of mankind – one who will 
finally rule “with truth and grace”. 

These two themes get repeated in Christmas songs again and again; 
the claim that Jesus is both our true Ruler and our only Saviour. 
And that’s why he’s worth singing about year after year. 
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Thanks for joining us tonight. 
We hope you had a great time. 

Please have a happy Christmas and New Year 
from us all at Hunter Bible Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas 

with HUNTERBIBLECHURCH 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

4.30pm Eleebana Public School 

8pm Lambton High School 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

10am Lambton High School 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


